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1. AS REQUESTED REFTEL A, WE ARE PROVIDING BACKGROUND TO 
DEPARTMENT S VIEW ON RESPECTIVE ROLES OF WORLD FOOD 
COUNCIL (WFC) PRESIDENT AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 STATE 261152 

2. ACCORDING TO NORMAL INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION 
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USAGE, THE POSITION OF PRESIDENT OF AN INTERNATIONAL 
MEETING OR CONFERENCE IS CHIEFLY CEREMONIAL. IN ADDITION 
TO LENDING HIS PERSONAL PRESTIGE TO SUCH A MEETING, 
INCUMBENT PRESIDES OVER FORMAL SESSIONSDURING HIS TERM 
OF OFFICE. ROLE OF EXECUTIVE DIRE OR IS RELATIVELY MORE 
SIGNIFICANT, IN THAT INCUMBENT IS CONCERNED WITH 
OPERATIONAL MATTERS AND PROVIDES CONTINUITY BETWEEN 
SESSIONS. ONCE WFC IS A UN ORGAN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
IS APPOINTED BY SECRETARY GENERAL WALDHEIM. EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR IS NOT ONLY RESPONSIBLE FOR ASSISTING ORGANIZATION 
TO ACHIEVE ITS SUBSTANTIVE OBJECTIVESBUT ALSO FOR 

OVERSEEING PREPARATION OF AGENDAS AND IMPLEMENTING 
DECISIONSREACHED DURING FORMAL SESSIONS. OPERATIONALLY 
THEREFORE, POSITIONOF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR HAS GREATER 
SIGNIFICANCE. AS INDICATED REFTEL B, THISMATTER 
ESPECIALLY ACUTE SINCE INCUMBENT WFC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
IS U.S. NATIONAL, DR. IOHN HANNAH, FORMER ADMINISTRATOR 
OF AID. 

3. THE WORLD FOOD COUNCIL HELD ITS FIRST SESSION IN 
ROME, JUNE 23-27. TTHE CONCLUSION OF THE SESSION SAW A 
DRIVE BY THE GROUP OF 77 TO BRING THE COUNCIL FIRMLY 
UNDER G-77 CONTROL BY CHALLENGINGTHE COMPETENCE OF ITS 
PRESENT SECRETARIAT, CALLING FOR REMOVAL OF EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR HANNAH, AND SEEKING TO AUGMENT THE ROLE OF THE 
COUNCIL PRESIDENT, SAYED MAREI, TO MAKE THE PRESIDENT, 

IN EFFECT, THE COUNCILS EXECUTIVE OFFICER. LDCS HAVE 
CONTPNUED TO PURSUE THISOBJECTIVEIN JUST-CONCLUDED 
MEETING ON WFC RULES OF PROCEDURE, WHERE THEY PARTICULARLY 
STRESSED INTER-SESSIONAL ROLE FOR PRESIDENT AT EXPENSE 
OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, AS WELL AS OTHERWISE SEEKING TO 
DOWN-GRADE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR S IMPORTANCE. 

4. WE HAVE MADE NO RPT. NO JUDGEMENT THAT MAREI’S 
INTENDED MEETING WITH HEADS OF MEMBER WFC DELEGATIONS 
WOULD BE INAPPROPRIATE AND ARE NOT ABLE TO ASSESS MEETING 
UNTIL WE ARE BETTER INFORMED ABOUT ITSOBJECTIVES IN 
CALLING IT. WE ARE CONCERNED, HOWEVER, THAT MAREI'S 
ACTIONS NOT ESTABLISH PRECEDENTS THAT PREJUDICE ULTIMATE 
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RESOLUTION OF WFC ORGANIZATIONALISSUES AND INTEND THAT 
YOUR INQUIRYALERT HIM TO OUR SENSITIVITY. 

5. FYI. SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE BUTZ WILL BE THE U.S. 
REPRESENTATIVE AT MAREI'S PROPOSED MEETING. END FYI. 

KISSINGER UNQTE. 
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